CONFERENCE-AT-A-GLANCE
Tennessee Public Health Association Annual Conference
Wednesday, September 23, 2026
Check-In and Registration: 9:00 AM – 4:00 PM
Pre-Conference Workshops: 10:30 AM – 12:00 PM  
Exploring Death, Dying, and Grief One LEGO® at a Time: A Hands-On Tool for Reflection, Engagement and Learning
Erin Mauck, DrPH, East Tennessee State University
From Process to Practice: Building Effective SOPs in Public Health
Jennifer Sanchez, Director of Business & Grants Management, Tennessee Department of Health
Getting Started with Vision Loss: A Primer
Pris Rogers, PhD, American Foundation for the Blind
Discovering the Tennessee Department of Health's Public Health Resource
Kendra Middlebrook, MPH, Sonal Thorat, MPH, and Liana Dixon, MPH, Tennessee Department of Health
Lunch On Your Own: 12:00 PM – 1:00 PM
Exhibits: 12:00 PM – 5:00 PM, CAMBRIDGE
Opening: 1:00 PM – 1:15 PM, MIRABELLA EF BALLROOM
LaShan Dixon, BS, GCHCM, GCG, MS
President, Tennessee Public Health Association




Keynote: 1:15 PM – 2:15 PM, MIRABELLA EF BALLROOM  
Framing Responsible and Ethical Use of Artificial Intelligence in Public Health Education, Research and Practice
Ashish Joshi, PhD, MBBS, MPH
Dean and Distinguished Professor
University of Memphis School of Public Health
Concurrent Sessions 1: 2:30 PM-4:00 PM  
TPHA Business Meeting: 4:15 PM – 4:45 PM  
Networking Reception and Shot in the Arm Movie: 5:00 PM – 6:30 PM, MIRABELA EF BALLROOM 

Tennessee Public Health Association Annual Conference
Thursday, September 24, 2026
Check-In and Registration: 8:00 AM – 4:00 PM

Exhibits: 8:00 AM – 3:00 PM, CAMBRIDGE 

Opening and Announcements: 8:30 AM – 8:40 AM, MIRABELLA EF BALLROOM
LaShan Dixon, President TPHA
Plenary 1: 8:40 AM – 9:30 AM, MIRABELLA EF BALLROOM
Public Health and AI in Tennessee: Responsible, Effective, and Ethical Use
Facilitator: D’Yuanna Allen Robb 
Panelists: 
- Ashish Joshi, PhD, MBBS, MPH, Dean and Distinguished Professor, University of Memphis School of Public Health
- Nicholas Swope, MPH, MCHES, DrPH student at ETSU; founder of Backyard-AI Public Health
- Metro Nashville Health Department Reps TBD

Poster Session 1: 9:00 AM – 11:00 AM, MAIN HALLWAY

Concurrent Sessions 2: Thursday, 9:45 AM – 10:45 AM 

Break: 10:45 AM – 11:00 AM



Plenary 2: 11:00 AM – 12:00 PM, MIRABELLA EF BALLROOM
For Such a Time as This: Championing Public Health Through Advocacy and Action
Nandi Marshall, DrPH, MPH, CHES, CLC, CDC
President, American Public Health Association
Professor, Department of Health Policy and Community Health and 
Associate Dean, Academic Affairs, Jiann-Ping Hsu College of Public Health
Georgia Southern University
Lunch starts at 12:05 PM in MIRABELLA EF BALLROOM
Commissioner’s Address, 12:30 PM – 1:15 PM 
Awards Ceremony, 1:15 PM – 1:45 PM 
Concurrent Sessions 3, 2:00 PM – 3:00 PM

Poster Session 2: 2:00 PM – 4:00 PM, MAIN HALLWAY
Break: 3:00 PM - 3 :15 PM
Conference Workshops: 3:15 PM – 4:15 PM 
Section Meetings: 4:15 – 5:00 PM
Student Reception: 5:00 – 6:30 PM, MIRABELLA E



Tennessee Public Health Association
Friday, September 25, 2026
Plenary 3: 8:00 am – 9:00 am, MIRABELLA EF BALLROOM
Public Health Policy Updates & Impacts from The Sycamore Institute
Mandy Spears, BA, MPP
Executive Vice President
The Sycamore Institute
Concurrent Sessions 4: 9:15 AM – 10:15 AM
Break: 10:15 AM – 10:30 AM
Concurrent Sessions 5: 10:30 AM – 11:30 AM
Plenary 4: 11:30 AM – 12:00 PM, MIRABELLA EF BALLROOM
The Power of Us: Shared Thriving Through Change
Lewis Lamarr, MA, LAPC, CPRP
Principle Consultant and Training
Lewis Family Consulting
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